
Solidarity 2015 Concordia Teach-In
Against austerity, in support of a general strike, towards Spring 2015
Panels, Workshop, Skillshares, Walking Tour & more
Movement-building together!

FEBRUARY 2-7, 2015
7th floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West
Concordia University (métro Guy-Concordia)

Join Solidarity Concordia for this teach-in to share skills and knowledge as we build together 
towards Spring 2015 against austerity. Attend one event, or attend them all!

All events are free.
Welcome to everyone: students, workers & community members.
All events are wheelchair accessible.
Childcare available at all events (please reserve in advance).
Traduction chuchotée disponible à chaque événement (français-anglais).
Please get in touch about any accessibility needs.

Organized by Solidarity Concordia
web: http://solidarityconcordia.org/
e-mail: solidarity2015concordia@gmail.com
facebook event: www.facebook.com/events/723515444427797
-----

SCHEDULE IN BRIEF
-> All events on the 7th floor of the Hall Building (1455 de Maisonneuve West)
-> Read below for more detailed descriptions and information

* MONDAY FEBRUARY 2
1:30pm: Radical Walking Tour of Concordia University

* TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
1:30pm: Presentation: A History of Student Movements in Quebec 1996-2015
6pm: Discussion: Direct Democracy, the 2012 Student Strike at Concordia, and possibilities for 
Spring 2015

* WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4
1:30pm: Presentation: Resisting Capitalism and Austerity: from Seattle 1999 to Printemps 2015
6pm: Workshop/Discussion: Collective Well-Being and Sustainable Communities

* THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
1:30pm: Presentations: Austerity and the Environment / Confronting Corporate Competition in our 
Food System
6pm: Solidarity Concordia Social Gathering / Performance: “what the fuck am i doing here? an 
anti-folk opera about anarchists and the 2012 quebec student strike”

* SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7: Day of Skill-share Workshops and Discussions
11am: Workshop/Discussion: Effective Meetings
12:30pm: Lunch
1:30pm: Workshops: i) Graphic Design 101; ii) The Media & Social Movements; iii) Humour, 
Videos & Serious Issues!

http://solidarityconcordia.org/
http://www.facebook.com/events/723515444427797


3pm: Workshop/Discussion: Mobilization 101 / Civil disobedience and direct action 101
5pm-7pm: Hang-out Time

-> All events on the 7th floor of the Hall Building (1455 de Maisonneuve West)
-> Read below for more detailed descriptions and information
+++++

DETAILED SCHEDULE

MONDAY FEBRUARY 2, 1:30pm
Radical Walking Tour of Concordia University
rendez-vous: People's Potato Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

Come learn more about social justice struggles at Concordia University and beyond. Topics include:
The 1969 Sir George Williams Computer Center Riot; The 1970 Santhanam Affair; The 1987 Day 
of Action Against Tuition Hikes; The 2002 Netanyahu Riot/Uprising on Campus; the 2012 Student 
Strike; and more. Learn more about previous Concordia-based struggles for social justice. The tour 
will last approximately 2 hours. This walking tour is wheelchair accessible.

This Radical Walking Tour is presented by QPIRG Concordia, a campus-community social justice 
center at Concordia since the 1980s, with a mandate focussed on non-hierarchical anti-oppression 
struggles. Info: www.qpirgconcordia.org
---

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1:30pm
Presentation: A History of Student Movements in Quebec 1996-2015
CSU Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

This presentation will focus on the changes that have occurred in the student movement in the past 
decade from the remains of the 1996 strike, which saw the Mouvement pour le Droit à l’Éducation 
(MDE) give birth to the Association pour une Solidarité Syndicale Étudiante (ASSÉ). We will pay 
attention to the socio-political context of the period in connection with the particular political legacy
of unionism in Quebec. This will lead us to try to understand the various transformations being 
carried out to this day and especially during the general strike of 2012 in order to situate 
syndicalisme de combat (fighting unionism) in a political and historical perspective. What is left of 
syndicalisme de combat? What is it exactly? What are the internal tendencies that fought each other 
on the issue of syndicalisme de combat and have permanently influenced the movement? These are 
some of the questions to be addressed and asked together during this workshop.

Presented by Pierre-Luc Junet. Pierre Luc was a member of the Association Étudiante du Cégep du 
Vieux-Montréal (AGECVM) from 2002 to 2005 and participated actively in the organization of the 
unlimited general strike of 2005 and in the occupation of the Cégep for seven weeks. Afterwards, he
was a member of the Association Facultaire Étudiante des Arts at UQÀM, notably during the 
unlimited general strike of 2012. He has also been active in different anti-capitalist organizations 
and collectives over time. He is a member of the Hors-d'Øeuvre collective since 2005 and currently 
a Cinema Studies student at Concordia.
---

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.qpirgconcordia.org%2F&h=HAQEFFd3O&enc=AZM1t1Bz8fL57k1nVt9ZA_qzyZ9DMyIN-T54mbUgBpfHEKuOV8ygwukzEFdOtl1Boi8&s=1


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 6pm
6pm: Discussion: Direct Democracy, the 2012 Student Strike at Concordia, and possibilities for 
Spring 2015
CSU Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

This collective discussion will include the participation of members of the Association pour une 
Solidarité Syndicale Étudiante (ASSÉ), as well as current and former Concordia students.

ASSÉ members will address direct democracy and syndicalisme de combat (fighting unionism) and 
their undeniable contribution to mass mobilization. They will also present their annual campaign to 
safeguard public services and the need to oppose economic austerity.

ASSÉ participants will include Emmanuelle Arcand, Dominique Boisvert & Aleksandra Pelletier. 
Emmanuelle is a human sciences student and the external affairs secretary for ASSÉ. Dominique is 
a musicology student and the academic affairs secretary for ASSÉ. Aleksandra is a masters student 
in communications and a member of the ASSÉ women’s committee.

Concordia has set a historic precedence in 2012 with several associations voting unlimited strike 
exemplifying Direct Democracy. The years leading up to the strike allowed students to build 
capacity and skills in organizing and mobilizing around tuition related issues but also around 
campus issues such as bottle-water free campus. With austerity measures reaching the university, 
the need to revisit our recent history and capacity is upon us.

This structured discussion will focus on what worked at Concordia in the past and what did not, and
how can we prepare ourselves better for the upcoming province-wide actions and the build up to 
fight austerity; what perspective for a strike this winter at Concordia and which form could the 
strike take, departmental, faculty or umbrella associations, viz., GSA and CSU. How can CSU and 
GSA collaborate in a grassroots initiative/one at lower levels? What’s the mechanism for a smooth 
two way process.

Other discussion topics include: how the organizing can ensure the societal oppressions such as 
patriarchy and white supremacy/racism isn’t reproduced in the organizing groups, and so on.

Concordia-based based participants include Anas & Rushdia Mehreen; moderated by Myriam 
Tardif.

Anas is currently studying Community and Public Affairs at Concordia and has an academic 
background in theatre and finance. He was involved with Fine Arts Students On Strike during the 
2012 student strike at Concordia. He’s currently interested in the diversity and plurality of 
discourses and horizontalism, and is taking part in intercultural social/community theatre troupes. 
He’s a member of Solidarity Concordia 2015.

Rushdia Mehreen was a student at Concordia University where she was involved in mobilization for
the 2012 strike, and was a member of the Comité aux Luttes Sociales (Social Struggles Committee) 
of ASSÉ/CLASSE from the end of 2011 to early 2013 (up till the committee's block resignation). 
Previously at Concordia she had been instrumental in creating/reviving her departmental student 
association (Geograds) and since 2010, Rushdia had been involved in grassroots organizing with 
various groups including Free Education Montreal, the Graduate Students Association, Concordia 
Mobsquad and its strike committee. Currently, Rushdia organises in the community in various areas
including Palestine solidarity, Climate Justice Montreal and Collective well-being network.

Myriam Tardif is currently a master’s student in anthropology at Concordia, but studied before at 



Université de Montréal where she started being involved in the student movement in 2010. She was 
on the executive of her student association and in the Université de Montréal’s mobilisation 
committee (RUSH) from 2010 to 2012. She worked on the Social Struggle Committee of ASSÉ in 
2012-2013, doing anti-racist and anti-imperialist organizing, leading to the international strike week
in autumn 2012. Amongst other things, she is now involved with the Politics and Care collective, 
which is reflecting on collective well-being and sustainable communities. She’s a member of 
Solidarity Concordia 2015.
---

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1:30pm
Presentation: Resisting Capitalism and Austerity: from Seattle 1999 to Printemps 2015
CSU Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

This presentation will analyze the underpinnings of corporate capitalism in the past generation, and 
its manifestations in various neo-liberal and austerity attacks. Looking back at the mobilizations 
against NAFTA, APEC, and the WTO, to the resistance at the Summit of the Americas in Quebec 
City in 2001, and to the more recent round of opposition to cutbacks and austerity in the lead-up to 
the Printemps 2015, this presentation will provide an anti-capitalist, anti-colonial analysis of 
capitalism globalization, as well as focus on resistance efforts by grassroots mobilizations rooted in 
anti-oppression, decolonization and mutual aid and struggle.

Presented by Jaggi Singh. Jaggi is from working class immigrant Toronto. He has been active in 
anti-capitalist organizing from the Summit of the Americas (Quebec City 2001) to more recent 
efforts against the G20 (Toronto 2010). He was a co-initiator of the Anti-Capitalist Convergence 
(CLAC) and active with that group from 2000-2006 & 2010-2012. He was banned from Concordia 
for 5 years for his participation in the anti-Netanyahu pro-Palestinian riot of 2002. He's an anti-
colonial anarchist.
---

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 6pm
Workshop/Discussion: Collective Well-Being and Sustainable Communities
CSU Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

Pushed by a society that is always running, too often we're trying to be as efficient as possible while
working towards social change. Another protest, an extra meeting and, why not one more 
conference at lunch time. We fight for social justice... until we break down. And even then, we feel 
guilty for not doing, and being, “enough”.

This workshop will be a space to reflect on collective well-being, emotional labor and self-care, to 
share stories, ideas and practices to create accountable and sustainable communities. It will be a 
moment to think about what are our needs surrounding those issues, and to take charge of the 
strategies that are already in place or could be implemented regarding collective well-being and 
self-care.

Too often, we do not take the time to question our limits and the emotional involvement that is 
intrinsic to activist work. We tend to stretch ourselves thin and to not take time to care for one 
another. How many people around us burn out, are depressed, or completely overwhelmed by 
everyday struggles and family life?

This is why we need to open-up a space to discuss and think about collective well-being and 



emotional labor in our communities. Emotional labor (active listening, acting as confidants, 
confidentiality, support work, mediation, defusing tensions, worrying about people being 
comfortable in new spaces) is almost invariably seen as being within the realm of “emotions” and 
arbitrarily disconnected from the political, *and therefore erased from our work*. However, it is 
integral to sustainable collective action and movements that cease to reproduce systemic 
oppressions and violence that structure our lives.

Acquiring tools and actively engaging with ideas about self-care and collective well-being are 
powerful ways to contribute to creating social justice.

If you can, please bring food to share at this workshop. Presented by the Politics and Care 
Collective.
---

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 1:30pm
Presentations: Austerity and the Environment / Confronting Corporate Competition in our Food 
System
CSU Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

Austerity and the Environment: Austerity is a very political and social issue, with major 
consequences for the environment. This interactive workshop covers why austerity is not just an 
economic issue and how the austerity measures affect the environment. The discussion includes the 
logic of how austerity is in effect a tool to implement the neoliberal agenda that socializes the 
environmental costs and privatizes the profits. By the same logic extractivism is to natural 
commons (or the environment) as austerity is to social commons (or the welfare state) both 
corresponding to dimensions of neoliberalism and capitalist accumulation. The discussion further 
explores how this justifies ecological destruction, which consequently has severe effects on 
Indigenous communities. The workshop concludes with an overview of the concept of unequal 
burdens on affected communities and false solutions, and what we all can do; we will also outline 
the current mobilizations and campaigns around these issues in which folks can get involved.

Presented by Climate Justice Montreal, a grassroots group pursuing environmental and climate 
justice in solidarity with directly affected frontline and indigenous communities. Climate Justice 
Montreal aims to highlight the voices of those least heard and most impacted, and emphasizes an 
anti-capitalist and anti-colonialist perspectives.

Confronting Corporate Competition in our Food System: In light of Concordia's Request for 
Proposal process said to be released at the end of January, the Concordia Food Coalition (CFC) 
would like to host a discussion emphasizing the significance of this process for the future of our 
food system. We will start with an overview of what we know, how this process is carried out by the
administration and the timeline for the RFP and the transition from the present company Chartwells 
to the new contracted service provider. We will then shed light on the CFC's post-Chartwells vision,
what we are demanding of the administration as they deliberate and choose a new food service 
provider, as well as outlining our very own Consortium bid. This last point is the CFC's own RFP 
application. In the works for over a year now, it is our attempt at competing with and hopefully 
overcoming the multinational corporations that will be bidding on this contract. 

Presented by the Concordia Food Coalition (CFC); for info visit: www.concordiafoodcoalition.com;
for more info on Concordia's food contract visit: 
http://www.concordia.ca/cunews/main/stories/2014/12/10/food-contract-to-go-to-tender-in-
2015.html

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.concordia.ca%2Fcunews%2Fmain%2Fstories%2F2014%2F12%2F10%2Ffood-contract-to-go-to-tender-in-2015.html&h=jAQGd8GZg&enc=AZMXgsuUFFLkTHmMqhelHjfgU_MdPUP0JVDsWIr81eLQp7LLqwyzPoU5oMiy0Z6KlzE&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.concordia.ca%2Fcunews%2Fmain%2Fstories%2F2014%2F12%2F10%2Ffood-contract-to-go-to-tender-in-2015.html&h=jAQGd8GZg&enc=AZMXgsuUFFLkTHmMqhelHjfgU_MdPUP0JVDsWIr81eLQp7LLqwyzPoU5oMiy0Z6KlzE&s=1
http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.concordiafoodcoalition.com%2F&h=0AQFjAex4&enc=AZPX3_M3o4IZ-wyAq6pyUuV7TnUSg1PYqckUSH4zg-X724Zj_hpHmfHHIAsLBO3KtRo&s=1


---

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 6pm
Solidarity Concordia Social Gathering / Performance: “what the fuck am i doing here? an anti-folk 
opera about anarchists and the 2012 quebec student strike”
CSU Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

Let’s hang out together, in an informal setting, with drinks and snacks. Let’s get to know each other,
and continue the discussions that have happened over the week. Or just make jokes. We encourage 
all participants in the week-long Teach-in to join us for this social event, from 6pm onwards. Bring 
food and drinks to share if you like; we’ll have some snacks and drinks on-hand ourselves.

This hang-out will include a special live performance of "what the fuck am i doing here? an anti-
folk opera about anarchists and the 2012 quebec student strike" written by and starring caytee lush. 
her show explores the emotional highs and lows of the strike, the heart wrenching betrayal of co-
optation and reminds us that "this wasn't the beginning and it won't be the end". the folk opera was 
completed in the fall of 2012 and has been performed in a few cities in canada and the us. Info: 
www.whatthefuckamidoinghere.com

Organized by members of Solidarity Concordia 2015 in collaboration with QPIRG Concordia.
---

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Day of Skill-share Workshops and Discussions
CSU Lounge (7th Floor, 1455 de Maisonneuve West)

Saturday Schedule:
11am: Workshop/Discussion: Effective Meetings
12:30pm: Lunch
1:30pm: Workshops: i) Graphic Design 101; ii) The Media & Social Movements; iii) Humour, 
Videos & Serious Issues!
3pm: Workshop/Discussion: Mobilization 101 / Civil disobedience and direct action 101
5pm-7pm: Hang-out Time
(descriptions below)

11am: Workshop/Discussion: Effective Meetings

This workshop will take the form of a 30 minute oral presentation on the planning, organization and
facilitation of effective and motivating meetings. After that, participants are invited to discuss for 
about 15 minutes about what was presented in order to improve the information presented and to 
complete any possible missing information. Let’s share our knowledge so we can better mobilize 
together.

Presented by Agnès Gaudreau. Agnès is a student in studio arts who was involved in the Concordia 
strike of 2012. Following that experience, she started to get interested in the structural organization 
of social movements from a non-hierarchical perspective.
---

1:30pm: Graphic Design 101 Using Free Tools: Pamphlet Design

http://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.whatthefuckamidoinghere.com%2F&h=jAQGd8GZg&enc=AZNti8Utkn3Q_4Z6MX-OAoGsYUu7d8nb2ldOYDOO57oNbnfDt-WowMEYoicbL7NdPbU&s=1


During this 1 hour workshop participants will be shown how to use free software to design and 
layout a 3-fold pamphlet for their organization. Participants must bring their own laptops and have 
Scribus installed. If participants do not have a computer, they simply can follow along.

Facilitated by Arrien Weeks. Arrien is the Web & Design Coordinator at Sustainable Concordia and 
the founder of Chapeauvert, a small multidisciplinary design practice that works with small 
businesses and non-profits to help them be more sustainable in their day to day through design.
---

1:30pm: The Media & Social Movements

A panel discussion for activists, journalists, scholars, and anyone with an interest in communication.
What role will the media play in Printemps 2015? Does the media help or hinder social movements?
How should activists engage with the media? Can journalists be good allies while remaining 
"objective"? Can social media really bring about revolution?

Participants:

Kalina Laframboise. Kalina worked in student media for two years at the provincial and national 
levels during her undergraduate degree in journalism at Concordia University. She is currently a 
freelance journalist who has worked for The Gazette, Montreal Families and the Eastern Door while
pursuing a certificate at the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQÀM).

Philippe Marcoux. Philippe is assistant professor at the Department of Journalism and has 18 years 
of journalism experience. He worked for CBC/Radio-Canada as a reporter, newsreader, radio and 
television host in both French and English in Regina, Toronto, Montreal, Bangkok and London.

Laith Marouf. Laith is a multimedia activist and award-winning radio producer, and served as the 
Equity Officer of the National Campus-Community Radio Association. As the Executive Director 
of CUTV, he developed its 2012 Quebec Spring live coverage. Since then, Laith has worked with 
the Canadian Association of Community Television and is coordinating Independent Community 
TV in Montreal.

Fenwick McKelvey. Fenwick is an Assistant Professor at the Department of Communication 
Studies and a former Visiting Scholar and SSHRC Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of 
Washington. He studies algorithmic media; his dissertation involved a study of advanced Internet 
traffic management software and his postdoctoral research focuses on the introduction of software 
into campaigns and political communication.

Damon van der Linde. Damon is a multimedia journalist currently working at CBC News in 
Montreal. In over a decade of international reporting, he has worked in Zambia, Sierra Leone, 
Liberia, Mali, Burkina Faso, Nigeria and Japan. He is in the process of completing a documentary 
project on renewable energy in Nigeria called Green Energy for the Giant of Africa. Damon has also
been an overseas media trainer for Journalists for Human Rights.

Moderated by Jonathan Summers, an elementary school teacher whose M.A. thesis will address 
media representations of the 2012 Quebec Spring. He has worked with student newspaper The Link 
as well as various activist groups at Concordia. Jon is a student representative in the department of 
education, a councillor with the Graduate Students’ Association, and a member of Solidarity 2015 
Concordia.
---



1:30pm: Humour, Videos & Serious Issues!

This workshop will present techniques on how to use humour in videos to address serious issues. 
The workshop will proceed in three sessions: a Powerpoint on tips about videotaping and idea 
creation will be presented followed by a brief discussion on how humour can be used to tackle 
serious issues through video. Thirdly, participants will be divided into groups to do a video, and 
then present them.

Presented by Rana Salah, Eric Craven and Nina Pariser. Rana Salah was a project coordinator of the
media project “Pluralism: Tell It, Hear It, and Say It” for the Atwater Library and Computer Centre. 
Eric Craven is the Fostering an Information Society Project Coordinator at the Atwater Library and 
Computer Centre. Nina Pariser is an artist and educator currently living in Montreal.
---

3pm: Mobilization 101 / Civil disobedience and direct action 101

(This section is presented in two parts).

Mobilization 101: In the imperialist state we live in, ideological struggle takes a very high priority 
for changing and maintaining oppressive structures. The misconception is that ideological struggle 
happens only in a classroom, or only through reading. This workshop wishes to re-frame that, and 
insists that it is only through action that we can make change. Our ability to mobilise is a direct 
reflection of our ability to convince, debate and listen to each other. This workshop will focus on 
the foundation of all grassroots organising, which is going up to strangers and talking to them. The 
workshop will try to give direction and structure, and there will be a short time to actually practice 
this mobilisation strategy, then we will reconvene to conclude with our reflections of this 
experience.

Civil disobedience and direct action 101: This workshop is conceived as an introduction for people 
interested to join actively in social movements, civil disobedience and direct action in preparation 
for the 2015 strike that the student and workers movement are walking toward. We will go over : 
some basic legal and medical information, what to do in case of arrest or police brutality (and tips to
try to prevent these), an “abc” of participation in a demo or a direct action and an “abc” of 
organizing those. We will finish with a discussion on social movements, security culture and 
inclusivity.

Facilitated by Myriam Tardif: Myriam is currently a master’s student in anthropology at Concordia, 
but studied before at Université de Montréal where she started being involved in the student 
movement in 2010. She was on the executive of her student association and in the Université de 
Montréal’s mobilisation committee (RUSH) from 2010 to 2012. She worked on the Social Struggle 
Committee of ASSÉ in 2012-2013, doing anti-racist and anti-imperialist organizing, leading to the 
international strike week in autumn 2012. Amongst other things, she is now involved with the 
Politics and Care collective, which is reflecting on collective well-being and sustainable 
communities. She’s a member of Solidarity Concordia 2015.
---

5pm: Hang-out Time

We end the day, and the teach-in, with more time to hang out informally. We can debrief the teach-
in, get to know each other a bit more, and conspire informally about future plans. There will be 
snacks and drinks. Join us!



---

Organized by Solidarity Concordia
Solidarity Concordia came together in fall of 2014 in the wake of the latest round of cuts (part of 
recent “austerity measures”) and students, staff, and faculty have begun to talk about and 
understand their effects. Some of the allied Concordia groups supporting the anti-austerity efforts of
Solidarity Concordia include:
- Concordia Graduate Students’ Association (GSA)
- Concordia Student Union (CSU)
- Fine Arts Student Alliance (FASA)
- Geography, Planning, and Environment Graduate Students Association (GEOGRADS)
- Quebec Public Interest Research Group at Concordia (QPIRG)
- Students Association of Graduates in English (SAGE)
- Students of Philosophy Association (SoPhiA)
- Sustainable Concordia (SC)
(if your organization wants to endorse our efforts, get in touch!)

web: http://solidarityconcordia.org/
e-mail: solidarity2015concordia@gmail.com

http://solidarityconcordia.org/

